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Tamil nationalism is the ideology that 
guides the struggle for the independent 

Tamil nation. 


Many of today's independent countries 
were formerly enslaved by the dominant 
powers. The people of these countries 
liberated themselves through the national 
liberation struggle. Tamils too can be 
liberated from the domination of the 
Indian state by building a strong people's 

struggle. 

Let us lead the national struggle in the 
direction of our past history. We will 
liberate our homeland from the domination 

of Colonizers. 
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The Pitfalls of National Consciousness 


Frantz Fanon 

HISTORY teaches us clearly that the battle 
against colonialism does not run straight away 
along the lines of nationalism. For a very long 
time the native devotes his energies to ending 
certain definite abuses: forced labour, corporal 
punishment, inequality of salaries, limitation 
of political rights, etc. This fight for democracy 
against the oppression of mankind will slowly 
leave the confusion of neo-liberal universalism 
to emerge, sometimes laboriously, as a claim to 

nationhood. 

It so happens that the unpreparedness of the 
educated classes, the lack of practical links 
between them and the mass of the people, their 
laziness, and, let it be said, their cowardice at 
the decisive moment of the struggle will give 

rise to tragic mishaps. 


3 





National consciousness, instead of being the 
all-embracing crystallization of the innermost 
hopes of the whole people, instead of being 
the immediate and most obvious result of the 
mobilization of the people, will be in any case 
only an empty shell, a crude and fragile travesty 
of what it might have been. The faults that we 
find in it are quite sufficient explanation of the 
facility with which, when dealing with young and 
independent nations, the nation is passed over 
for the race, and the tribe is preferred to the 

state. 


These are the cracks in the edifice which show 
the process of retrogression that is so harmful 
and prejudicial to national effort and national 
unity. We shall see that such retrograde steps 
with all the weaknesses and serious dangers 
that they entail are the historical result of the 
incapacity of the national middle class to 
rationalize popular action, that is to say their 
incapacity to see into the reasons for that 

action. 
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(Algerian freedom fighters) 


This traditional weakness, which is almost 
congenital to the national consciousness of 
under-developed countries, is not solely the 
result of the mutilation of the colonized people 
by the colonial regime. It is also the result of the 
intellectual laziness of the national middle class, 


of its spiritual penury, and of the profoundly 
cosmopolitan mould that its mind is set in. 


To be continue ~ 
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Nationalism and Socialism 



Socialism can be the guiding principle for 
the interests of the Tamil people and the 

Tamil nation. 


A socialist outlook is essential if we are to 
bring down the Indian exploitation system 

that dominates the Tamil people. 

Similarly, the socialist system we are 
building will be unique to Tamil Nadu. 

- fldal 
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Why Independence (Freedom) for Tamil 

Nadu from Indian Rule? 


Than jai Nalankilli 

DePINITIONS: 

Hlndlans: People whose mother tongue Is Hindi; 
much of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh, and some 
surrounding areas In northern India is their homeland 
Hlndian politicians control and dominate the Indian 
government because they form the single largest 

block in the Indian parliament. 

1. Introduction 

No one needs to explain to the French why 
France should be an independent nation 
(independent country), and not part of Germany 
or Britain or some other country. No one needs to 
explain to the Germans why Germany should be 
an independent nation, and not part of France or 

Poland or some other country. 
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No one needs to explain to the Cambodians 
why Cambodia should be an independent 
nation, and not part of Vietnam or Laos or 
some other country. But, alas, it has become 
necessary to write in magazine articles 
and speak in public meetings explaining 
why Tamil Nadu should be an independent 
nation (independent country), and not part 
of India. This is the result of two centuries 

of history. 

2. The Myth of India and Indian Unity 

The British conquered the various kingdoms 
in the Indian subcontinent one by one. 
Then, for ease of administering (ruling) the 
conquered territories, the British set up an 

administrative unit called India. 
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A country or administrative unit called India 
(or by any other name), comprising of the 
current territories of India, never existed 
in all known history, before the British 

conquest and consolidation. 

During the British colonial rule, people of 
the Indian subcontinent (including those 
areas now in Pakistan and Bangladesh) had 
a common purpose and agenda, namely, 
freedom from British colonial rule. Such a 
one-ness of purpose never before existed 
amongst the various peoples of the Indian 
subcontinent. It brought them together. 
Finally, in the middle of the 20th century (in 
the middle 1940s), the British decided to 
end their rule over the subcontinent. The 
one-ness of purpose that evolved during the 
freedom struggle against the British held, 
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with the one exception that most of the 
Muslim-majority regions in the north 
became a separate nation called Pakistan 
at the insistence of the Muslims. Much 
of the rest of the subcontinent became a 

country called "India". 

India, as a country, by any name, never 
existed before the British colonial rule in 
all history, in spite of the oft-repeated false 
propaganda of the long history, one-ness 

and unity of India. 

3. Hindian rule Over India 

Once the British left in 1947, politicians 
from the Hindi heartland (Hindian politi¬ 
cians) dominated the Indian Parliament and 

thus control the Indian Government. 

To be continue ... 
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